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Nancy’s Note 
 
 

The Five Books of Moses 
Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus, Deuteronomy 

are known as the written Torah. 

This first book of 

is transliterated as Bereshit 
and translated into Greek as Genesis. 

This is Vayechi 
 

The twelfth chapter in the book of Genesis. 

There is 
a necessary 

fence 
around the Torah 

to preserve its purity. 

The purpose of my book 
is to create 

a respectful bridge across this fence 
so the original text 

can easily be accessed 
by people of all backgrounds. 
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Adaptation Goals 
 
 

#1 Keeping it short. 

This format allows you to read it through in 
one sitting, over time, daily, weekly 

when you need help, hope 
or whenever the mood strikes. 

#2 Keeping it easy. 

Since biblical names, relationships 
and time lapses can be very confusing 

text has been added in brackets for clarification 
or to introduce passages. 

{example of added text in brackets} 

#3 Keeping it flowing. 

To keep things moving, this book 
leaves out, condenses or alludes 

to lists of details 
like lineage and wars and journeys. 

#4 Keeping the poetry. 

Relying on a variety of English 
translations and sources 

each word was chosen for its accuracy 
and poetic power. 
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#5 Keeping it verifiable. 

Every Torah translation is unique 
in its word choices so it would be 

very rare for my adapted text 
to match word for word with your translation. 

To compare any passage 
use traditional biblical notation 

(Portion, Section, Line) starting with Genesis 1:1. 
For example: Portion Noah 9:8-17. 

Go to the 9th Section and read Lines 8 through 17. 
Note: Any bracketed {added text} 

is not included in notation. 

#6 Keeping it relatable. 

To foster connection and curiosity 
my starter questions are railings 

on this Tiptoe bridge 
something to hold on to 
as you explore the text 

with yourself 
and discuss with others. 

As for the answers 
there are no right 
or wrong answers. 

There are only answers 
that are honest for you. 
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Remember 
this is not a word for word translation 
nor the complete original Torah text. 

This is my adaptation 
lovingly built for crossing over 

the fence of Torah 

a bridge 

high enough 
to look over 

and close enough 
to look within. 

May 
Tiptoe Through Genesis 

be a source 
of light and blessing 

in your life. 
 

Nancy 
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Where Vayigash Left Off 
 

Israel {Jacob} and his families settled 
  in the land of Egypt in Goshen  

 {where Jacob and Rachel’s son Joseph  
was the Pharaoh’s Overseer of Grain}.  
There they acquired property and were 

fruitful and multiplied greatly. 

Jacob made Egypt his home for seventeen years. 
He lived to be a 147 and when he realized 

 he was going to die Israel {Jacob} beckoned his son  
Joseph. He said, “If you want to do me a kindness 

{promise to} act towards me 
in truth and kindness and do not bury me 

 in Egypt. Let me lie with  
{Abraham and Isaac} my fathers 

Carry me out of Egypt  
and bury me in their grave.” 

Joseph made this oath to him and from his bed 
Israel bowed. 

  
  

  
  
  

Vayigash 47:27-31 
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Vayechi 
 

It came to pass that Jacob fell ill and 
Joseph heard and went to his dying father. 

He took his two sons 
Manasseh and Ephraim with him. 

Summoning his strength 
Jacob sat up in bed for Joseph. 

He said, “God Almighty 
once appeared to me in Canaan. 
God blessed me and said to me 

I will make you fruitful and numerous 
and have you 

give rise to an assembly of nations. 
I will give this land to you and your descendants 

as an eternal possession. 
{So} the two sons born in Egypt 

Ephraim and Manasseh 
shall be considered {for inheritance} as mine. 

Any children afterwards 
shall be considered 

yours and inherit only through older brothers.” 
 
 
 

Vayechi 48:1-6 
 
 
 

Q. What is your inheritance? What requires your strength? 
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{Israel (Jacob) was dying 
but summoned the strength to sit up in bed to talk to 
Joseph.} He said, “Your mother Rachel died on the 

road in Canaan and I buried her there 
along the road to Ephrath (Bethlehem).” 

Just then 
Jacob saw Joseph’s sons. 

“Who are these?” 

Joseph said, “These are the two sons 
God has given me here.” 

Jacob said, “If you bring them to 
me I will give them a blessing.” 

Israel could not see 
and when they came near 

he kissed them and hugged them. 
Israel said to Joseph 

“I dared not accept the thought 
that I would see your face 
and here God has shown me 

even your offspring.” 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 48:7-11 
 
 
 

Q. Do you give God credit for the good in your life? How do you feel about 
physical affection? 
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Israel {Jacob} sat 
up in bed as Joseph positioned his two sons 

{for his father’s blessings} 
placing elder Ephraim to his right 
and younger Manasseh to his left. 

But Israel 
extended his right hand and laid it on 

Ephraim’s head 
and his left hand on Manasseh’s head. 

He deliberately crossed his 
hands for Manasseh was firstborn. 

Jacob gave Joseph a blessing. 
“God before whom my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac walked 
is the God Who has been my shepherd 

from as far back as I can remember 
until this day. 

The angel 
who redeems me from all evil 

bless the lads 
and let them carry my name 

along with the names of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac. 

May they increase in the land 
like fish in the seas.” 

 
 
 

Vayechi 48:12-16 
 
 
 
 

Q. How long has God been with you? What do you do deliberately? 



 

Vayechi | 19    

 
 
 

{Joseph saw his father Jacob crossing his hands 
over his sons to bless them and it displeased him.} 

He tried to lift his father’s hand 
from {younger} Ephraims’s head 

to {elder} Manasseh’s head. He said 
“Father, that’s not how it’s done here. 

The firstborn gets the blessing with your right hand.” 

His father refused and said, “I know my son. 
The older one will become a people 

and he will become great 
yet 

his younger brother shall 
become even greater and his descendants will 

become a famous nation.” 

On that day {Jacob} blessed them. He said 
“In time to come Israel will use you as a blessing. 

They will say ‘May God make you 
like Ephraim and Manasseh’.” 

He deliberately 
put Ephraim before Manasseh. 

 
 
 
 

Vayechi 48:17-20 
 
 
 

Q. Why is it important to bless our children? How do you handle it when 
others do something differently than you would? 
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Israel {Jacob} said to his son Joseph 
“Behold. I am about to die. 
God will be with you and 

will bring you back to the land of our ancestors. 
I give you Shechem {which is} one land 

more than your brothers.” 

{Later} Jacob called for his sons and said 
“Assemble yourselves and 

I will tell you 
what will befall each of you 

in the end of days. 
Keep together 

and listen 
O sons of Jacob. 

Listen to Israel your father.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 48:21- 49:2 
 
 
 

Q. How do you understand the “end of days”? What does “keep together” 
mean to you? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

Reuben 
you are my firstborn 

my strength and the beginning of my manhood 
foremost in rank and foremost in power. 

But like running water 
you rushed recklessly. 

You cannot be foremost 
because you disturbed my bed 

and desecrated it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:3-4 
 
 
 
 

Q. When have you rushed recklessly? How does your birth order affect you? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

Shimeon and Levi 
are brothers 

who used stolen weapons 
for gain. 

Let not my soul nor my honor 
be joined with their plots 

for in their rage 
they murdered 

and 
lamed an ox 
with intent. 

Cursed is their intense rage 
and harsh is their wrath. 

I will divide them within Jacob 
and scatter them in Israel.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:5-7 
 
 
 
 

Q. What have you done in rage? How do you preserve your honor? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 

tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 
He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

Judah 
you are the one. To you 

will your brothers acknowledge. 
Your hand will be at the neck of your enemy. 

The sons of your father will bow to you. 

A cub of a lion is Judah. 
From prey, you have elevated yourself. 

He crouches 
laying down like a lion, an awesome lion. 

Who dare rouse him? 

The scepter {royal emblem) will not depart from Judah 
nor the writing of law from among his descendants 

until Shiloh arrives and his 
will be an assembly of nations. 

He will tie his donkey to the vine {and} to the 
vine branch his donkey’s foal. He even launders 

his garments in wine; his robe with the blood of grapes. 
His eyes sparkle from wine 

his teeth whitened from milk.” 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:8-12 
 
 
 

Q. From what, do you try to elevate yourself? How do you envision Shiloh’s 
assembly of nations? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 
 

Zebulun 
will dwell at a bay of seas. 

He will become a harbor for ships. 
His border shall reach Sidon. 

Yissakhar 
is a strong-boned donkey. 

He rests between the 
boundaries. 

He saw the good tranquility of the pleasant land 
yet he bent his shoulder to the burden 

and became the one {to pay} the service levy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:13-15 
 
 
 
 

Q. How do you approach your burdens? Where is your safe harbor? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

Dan 
will exact justice for his people 

equal to the unique one among the tribes of Israel. 

Dan will become a serpent on the highway 
a viper, by the path, which 
bites the heel of a horse 

so that the rider falls backward. 
For your salvation 

do I long 
O God. 

Gad 
a troop 

shall troop forth 
and it will 
troop back 

on its footsteps.” 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:16-19 
 
 
 

Q. What kind of salvation do you long for from God? How does “leaving and 
returning” change you? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

From Asher 
shall come the richest food 

and he will provide 
the king’s delicacies. 

Naphtali 
is a deer let loose. 

He delivers 
words 

of beauty.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:20-21 
 
 
 

Q. What do “words of beauty” mean to you? How careful are you 
with your words? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

Son of grace is Joseph. 
A son of grace to the eyes 

and the women gazed. 
There were those 

who heaped bitter abuse upon him 
and making him their target. 

How the arrow-tongued men hated him! 

But he kept serenely resolute 
and his arms {eventually} became bedecked with gold 

from the hands of the mighty Power of Jacob. 
From there he shepherded the rock of Israel. 

{All of this} from God of your father Who will continue to 
help you. You will remain with God All-Sufficing 

Who will continue to bless you {with} 
blessings of heaven from above 

blessings of the depths below and 
blessings of the breast and womb. 

May the blessings of your father add to those 
of my parents to the endless bounds of the hills eternal. 

Let them be upon the head of Joseph and 
upon the head of the one separated from his brothers.” 

 
 
 

Vayechi 49:22-26 
 
 
 
 

Q. What is grace? How can you remain positive amidst negative people? 
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{Jacob is dying and is surrounded by his twelve sons. He 
tells them what will befall them in the end of days. 

He said, “Listen to Israel, your father.} 

Benjamin 
will tear the wolf to pieces. 

He will devour his prey in the morning 
and in the evening he will distribute {the} spoils.” 

{In total} these are the tribes of Israel. 
Twelve in all. 

This is what their father said to them 
when he blessed them. 

He blessed each of {his sons} 
according to his appropriate blessing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:27-28 
 
 
 
 

Q. What makes blessings appropriate? When do you feel blessed? 
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{After giving each of his sons blessings} 
Jacob said to them 

“I shall be gathered to my peoples. 
Bury me with my fathers in the cave 

in the field of Machpelah 
on the land Abraham bought. 

There 
they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah. 

Isaac and his wife Rebecca {and} 
where I buried Leah. 

The field and cave were bought from sons of Heth.” 

When Jacob finished, he drew his feet into the bed 
and died and was gathered to his people. 

And Joseph fell upon his father 
and wept over him and kissed him. 

He ordered his servants to have 
him embalmed so he could fulfill his promise 

to bury him in Canaan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 49:29-50:2 
 
 
 

Q. What makes a burial site sacred? What does it mean to be gathered to 
your people? 
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{Overseer Joseph ordered his father Jacob embalmed.} 

It took forty days for embalming 
and thus Egypt mourned {Jacob} for seventy days. 

When the period of mourning was over 
Joseph went to Pharaoh 

“My father bound me by an oath 
{to bury him with his fathers 
in the Cave of Machpelah.} 

Now, if you allow me, I will go north 
and bury my father. 

I will return.” 

Pharaoh said, “Go bury your father 
just as he had you promise.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 50:3-6 
 
 
 

Q. To what oaths are you bound? How do you mourn? 



 

Vayechi | 31    

 
 

Joseph headed north to bury his father 
along with Pharaoh’s courtiers, Egypt’s elders 

all his household and his brothers’ and father’s family. 
Only the young children and flocks remained in Egypt 

when Overseer Joseph and his grand procession of chariots 
{went to bury his father Jacob (Israel).} 

They came to Goren HaAtad 
which is across the Jordan river on the bank 

and there they held 
a very great and impressive eulogy. 

And Joseph ordained 
a seven-day mourning period for his father. 

When the Canaanite inhabitants saw this mourning 
they said, “This is a grievous mourning for Egypt.” 

Therefore 
they named this river bank, “Egypt’s Mourning”. 

{Jacob’s} sons did for him exactly 
as he instructed them. 

His sons carried him to Canaan 
and buried him in the purchased land 

in the Cave of Machpelah. 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 50:7-13 
 
 
 

Q. What is the value of having set times for mourning? How do you want to 
be eulogized? 
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After he buried his father 
Joseph {Egypt’s Overseer of grain} 
returned to Egypt with his brothers 

and all the others who had come to bury his father. 

Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead 
and they said {to each other} 

“Perhaps Joseph holds a silent grudge against us. 
Surely he will repay us all 
for the evil we did him.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 50:14-15 
 
 
 
 

Q. How does death affect relationships? What purpose do grudges serve? 
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{After their father died the brothers said 
“Surely Joseph will repay us all 
for the evil we did to him.”} 

So they went to the Overseer’s household supervisor and 
instructed him to say 

to their brother Joseph, “Your father 
gave orders before his death. 

He said, ‘You shall say to Joseph 
“O please 

kindly forgive 
the spiteful deeds 

of the servants of your father’s God’.” 

And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 

His brothers themselves also went and flung 
themselves before him and said, “We are ready 

to be your slaves.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 50:16-18 
 
 
 
 

Q. How do you ask forgiveness? What does forgiving do for you? 
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{Fearing retaliation from Joseph as Egypt’s Overseer, the 
brothers flung themselves before their brother 
and said, “We are ready to be your slaves.”} 

But Joseph said, “Fear not 
for am I in the place of God? 

Even though you intended harm 
God intended it for good. 

It is as clear as the day 
that God accomplished a way 

of keeping our vast people alive. 
So fear not 

I will sustain you and your little ones.” 

And thus 
Joseph comforted them 

by speaking to their hearts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 50:19-21 
 
 
 
 

Q. How do you speak to someone’s heart? What have you accomplished? 
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Joseph dwelt in Egypt 
he and his father’s household 

and lived until he was 110 years old. 
Joseph {who had become Viceroy of Egypt} 

saw three generations of his sons. 
He said to his brothers 
“I am about to die but 

God will surely remember you 
and bring you out of this land 

to the land 
God swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 

Then 
Joseph made the Children of Israel swear 

“When God will indeed remember you 
then 

you must bring my bones with you 
up and out of here.” 

Joseph died at the age of hundred and ten years 
and they embalmed him 

and he was placed in a sarcophagus in Egypt. 
 
 
 
 

Vayechi 50: 22-26 
 
 
 
 

Q. How miraculous is the history of the Children of Israel? When have you been 
the holder of valuables? 
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