Parashat Devarim
Deuteronomy - Devarim (1-3.22)

After setting up cities of refuge, for murderers and those accused of murder, Moses spoke these words to
all Israel on the far side of the river Jordan in the wilderness, in the 40th year, in the 11th month, on the 1st
day of the month. “Remember” Moses says, “how God, our God, spoke to us at Horeb and said, ‘I have set
this land before you, go in and take possession of the land that | swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and to their descendants.” God, your God, has multiplied you and you are now like the stars of

heaven in multitude. May God, the God of your fathers, add to you and may God bless you.”

“l knew | could not alone handle your quarrels,” Moses said. “So | told you to provide for yourselves wise
men of your tribes. You agreed to this system of judges as overseers over the tribes and | charged these
judges with specific duties. | instructed them saying 'Hear disputes between your brethren and judge
righteously between every man and his brother and the one who has come from abroad. You shall not
show favoritism in judgment. You must hear the small and the great alike. You have no one to fear for the

judgment is God’s. When a matter is too difficult for you, you shall bring to me, and | will hear it’.”

Moses continues, “Remember how God had me send spies to check out the promised land but most of them
lied. You believed their lies and thought that God was taking you to the land to be killed by giants. But |
said, ‘Do not fear them. God, your God will fight for you just as God did, right before your eyes, in Egypt
and just as God has done in the wilderness. But still you feared. Still you had no trust in God. So God
became angry and made you wander in the wilderness. God said that only your children, whom have no

knowledge of good and evil, and Caleb and Joshua, the spies who told the truth, shall be given this land.”

“Afterwards,” Moses continued, “you people came to me and said, ‘We have sinned against God so we will
go and fight as God commanded us.” But God said, ‘Do not fight because | am not with you.” But you went
anyway and the Amorites crushed you in war and you returned crying to God. So God sent us back into the
wilderness. We fought battles and when God help us win, we took the cities and animals, land and
possession as prizes. Then we split this land among the Hebrew families so that the community may now
settle here. Now you have a leader, Joshua. It is time to enter and take this Promised Land that God gives
you. Your eyes have seen everything that God, your God, has done to your enemies. God will do this to
your enemies in the Promised Land too. So have no fear, for God, your God, is the God who fights for you,

when it is time to fight.”

Questions: 1) Why would God want children “who have no knowledge of good and evil” to inherit the promised land?
Is knowledge of good and evil necessary to make good choices? 2) What does mean to say that God fights for the
Israelites? 3) What happens when the Israelites fight each other? Whose side is God on?

lllustration Ideas: Moses speaking near the Jordan River to the Israelites....Moses remembering the battles...the
wandering in the wilderness...the Israelites asking forgiveness...Moses telling the people to have no fear except God...



